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Film as Literature  

● The class is designed to show students how film is a form of literature.  By viewing classic and modern 
American films, students will learn that good film, like good literature, has certain elements in common. 

 
● Students will be expected to understand motifs, symbols, metaphors, allusions, plot, theme, and other 

literary elements as they relate to both film and literature. In addition, students will develop an 
appreciation of the interaction of film elements such as scripting, directing, acting, producing, lighting, 
sound, music, editing, cinematography, special effects, set design and costuming. Students will learn to 
recognize such film genres as drama, comedy, western, science-fiction, mystery, action/adventure, and 
animation.  

 
● Students will use their knowledge of the various elements of cinema to analyze and critique films 

studied in class. Assessment will include class discussions, type-written film reviews, oral film critique, 
and participation.  

 
Expected Student Learning Results 

Students will: 
● Identify literary concepts in film such as motifs, symbols, metaphors, allusions, and plot elements. 
● Identify and critique elements of film. 
● Define and distinguish various film genres. 
● Analyze and critique films orally and in written compositions. 
● Demonstrate and ability to compose critical and analytical essays. 
● Utilize multimedia projects for demonstrating an understanding of the elements of film.  

 
Film Viewing: 

For each film that is viewed, you receive points based on the five point grading scale. Sounds easy; however, to 
receive the required points you must ACTIVELY view the film which means you may not sleep, complete work for another 
class, read a book, talk to your neighbor and, MOST IMPORTANTLY, you are not texting or playing on your phone! If I 
observe you disengaged for the film, you will receive a 50% for that day of film viewing. You may stay after school (the 
same day) or come in at lunch the next class day to re-watch the film and receive a 75%. If you are absent, you are 
responsible for obtaining a copy of the film and viewing the sections missed.  
 
Classroom Policies:  

● TARDIES: If you are not in your seat when the bell rings, please go down to the attendance office to obtain a 
tardy slip. 

● RESTROOM USE: You will be given FOUR bathroom passes to use during the semester. IF you still have any of 
your passes at the end of the semester, extra credit points will be awarded to your final grade. However, once 
they are gone, they are gone. 

● PHONES: If you deem it necessary to bring your phone to class, it needs to be silenced and in your backpack, or 
in my “phone cauldron”. On occasion, you may have to use it as a research tool; however, instruction will be given 
if that is the case. 

● You are dismissed by the teacher, not the bell - DO NOT LINE UP BY THE DOOR.  
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Outline of Content for Major Areas of Study 
 
  A. Introduction to American film history, terms, and analysis. 

● Timeline 
● Production steps 
● Master scene technique 
● Continuity 
● Willing Suspension of disbelief 
 

B. Film Unit #1: The Classics 
● Terms we will be exploring for this Unit. 

○ Screenwriting 
○ Establishing shots 
○ Film Noir 
○ Point of view shots 
○ The Mystery 
○ Cinematography 
○ Camera movement 
○ The Spaghetti Western 

 
C. Film Unit #2: Coming of Age films 

● Terms for film notes and analysis 
○ Theme 
○ Motif 
○ Foreshadowing 
○ Dialogue 
○ Style/Mood/Setting 
○ Symbolism 
○ Scoring and Soundtrack 
○ Pacing 

 
D. Film Unit #3:  Rebels as a Theme 

● Terms for film notes and analysis 
○ Anti-hero 
○ Sympathetic Characterization 
○ Dynamic Duos 
○ End-of-the-Road 
○ Imagery  
○ Foreshadowing and Symbolism  

 
E. Film Unit #4: Thriller and Suspense 

● Terms for film notes and analysis 
○ Personification  
○ Animatronics 
○ Dramatic/situational irony  
○ Stop motion animation 
○ Mattes/composite shots 

 
F. Film Unit #5: Oscar Nominated Films from the Last Ten Years 

● Terms for film notes and analysis 
○ Compare and contrast 
○ Theme(s) 
○ Actor portrayals 
○ Soundtracks 
○ Direction  

 
 

 



Note to Parents: The following letter has been created to inform you that some of the films we will view are R 
rated films.  It is imperative that you understand that we make certain that your child is watching films with the 
themes we have set forth as the fundamental foundation of the class; if there is any questionable footage, we will 
make certain it is not seen.  Most R ratings we will view are due to violence (war scenes), and language.  Few of 
the films viewed display nudity and we omit these scenes if necessary.  
 
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian (s), 
  
Your son or daughter has enrolled in FILM LITERATURE for the 2020 spring semester. I believe this course is 
an exciting opportunity to explore the art of film while strengthening analytical thinking and writing skills. 
  
A course outline and syllabus has been given to your child; this includes an overview of the course, my grading 
procedures, and the expectations held by students.  Please read the information in order to familiarize yourself 
with the content and policies of the course.  For a more detailed description, including an outline of the major 
topics to be explored in the class, please contact me at the email address listed below.  
  
The films will not necessarily be shown in the order they appear on the syllabus, and some titles may be 
omitted, or only used for excerpts, due to time constraints, title availability, or changing student needs.  Please 
sign the form below indicating that you have read the course description and the film list, and that you approve 
of your son or daughter viewing these films.  Students have the option to opt out of viewing any R-rated 
films included on the list.  They will be given an alternative assignment, and their grades will not be 
adversely affected. If you have concerns with films which do not have an R-rating, please contact me to 
discuss your issue.  
  
I look forward to an enjoyable and successful year, and I believe that communication with parents and 
guardians is essential for student success.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns 
about any aspect of this course.  You may contact me through any of the following: 
  
Email: tracy.fuller@boiseschools.org 
www.tracyfullerchs.weebly.com  
  
Please sign and date this letter and have your son or daughter sign and return it to me by January 26th, 2018  
Sincerely, 
  
Tracy Fuller  
  
  
Student Name: _______________________________________ Period______________ 
  
I have read the course description for Film Literature, and the list of films attached.  I give my son/daughter 
permission to view the films on the list. 
  
Parent/Guardian Name ___________________________ Signature _______________________ 
  
Student Signature _______________________________ Date__________ 
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